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which sheds a strange, still atmosphere over his descrip-
tions of the timeless existence of the Blessed in their
heavenly abodes.

And yet God was a terrible God, a God of curses and
maledictions, of thunderbolts, of showers of blood, of
earthquakes ; his worship was not a mere matter of holy
rejoicings, low voices, and holy whisperings ; the preacher
was not merely to preach comfort and consolation; he
must denounce God's terrible judgments on his hearers,
he must batter their souls and awaken those that slept
in sin. The ' Ministers of God ' are, Donne said, ' Sonnes
of Thunder, they are full of waters, trampling of horses,
runnings of Chariots' ; 'lie maledicti, Goe yee accursed
into Hell fire/ was part of their message ; let not him to
whom the Truth had been preached and had not believed
it, let him never deceive himself,' he shall be damned/

' In the frame and constitution of al Religions, these
Materials, these Elements have ever entred; Some
words of a remote signification, not vulgarly understood,
some actions of a kinde of halfe-horror and amazement,
some places of reservation and retirednesse, and appro-
priation to some sacred persons, and inaccessible to all
others. ... In that very discipline which was delivered
from God, by Moses, the service was full of mysterie,
and horror, and reservation, By terrible things (Sacrifices
of blood in manifold effusions) God answered them. . . .
So that God in the Old, and Christ in the New Testa-
ment, hath conditioned his Doctrine, and his Religion
(that is, his outward worship) so, as that evermore there
should be preserved a Majesty, and a reverentiall feare,
and an awfull discrimination of Divine things from
Civill, and evermore something reserved to be inquired
after, and laid up in the mouth of the Priest, that the
People might acknowledge an obligation from him, in
the exposition, and application thereof. Nay, this way
of answering us by terrible things (that is, by things